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Knowing what to do with numbers is certainly the heart and soul of basic

arithmetic. However, knowing what to do can mean rather different things. | have
always been charmed by this example from an elementary school child reported a
number of years ago: e

| know what to do by looking at the examples. If there are only two numbers |
subtract. If there are lots of numbers | add. If there are just two numbers and one
is smaller than the other it is a hard problem. | divide to see if it comes out even
and if it doesn’ t | multiply. S

Perkins, David N., Making Learning Whole: How Seven Principles of Teaching Can Transform Education
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